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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
 

December 24, 2022 
 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
 

WELCOME TO CALVARY 
God’s grace welcomes you, no matter who you are or where you come from—and so do we.  We believe 
that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people.  By his perfect life, innocent death, and triumphant 
resurrection he saves all lost sinners even without our help.  Jesus Christ makes us special people, 
right with God and ready for life!  We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us.  Whether you are a first time visitor or a curious observer with little religious 
background, we are delighted you are with us.  Please come back and worship with us again. 
 
If you would like to know more about Calvary, visit our website: calvarydallas.org 
 

LARGE PRINT SERVICE FOLDERS  
Large print service folders of this evening’s worship are available in the entry area.  If you need 
assistance locating one, please ask an usher for help. 
 

OUR FACILITIES  
Our restrooms are in the narthex toward the back right as you exit the sanctuary.  The members of Calvary 
believe that families should be encouraged to worship together.  If your young child needs to be quieted, we 
have audio/video available in the narthex and audio in the restrooms.  If you need anything during the 
service, please feel free to ask an usher. 
 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
One of the great traditions of the Christmas season is the Service of Lessons and Carols, sung by 
church choirs large and small in every part of the English-speaking world. The model on which this 
event is based is the service that takes place annually on Christmas Eve at King’s College, Cambridge, 
England. It has been a tradition at King's since 1918. 
 
As the creator of Lessons and Carols pointed out in the first program, the pattern and strength of the 
service resides with the lessons themselves and not with the music.  “The main theme of the service is 
the development, through the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, of the loving purpose of God 
in sending his Son.  The carols and hymns are simply here to guide us in our response to the word of 
God's promise.” 
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Christmas Eve 2022 
A Savior is Born to Change the World 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

OPENING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City 
Christian Worship, p. 343 

Service folder, p. 12 

 
1. Once in royal David’s city 3. And our eyes at last shall see him 

stood a lowly cattle shed,  through his own redeeming love, 
where a mother laid her baby  for that child, so dear and gentle, 
in a manger for his bed:  is our Lord in heav’n above, 
Mary was that mother mild,  and he leads his children on 
Jesus Christ her little child.  to the place where he is gone. 

 
2. He came down to earth from heaven 4. Not in that poor, lowly stable 

who is God and Lord of all,  with the oxen standing by 
and his shelter was a stable,  shall we see him, but in heaven, 
and his cradle was a stall;  set at God’s right hand on high. 
with the poor and mean and lowly  Then like stars his children crowned, 
lived on earth our Savior holy.  all in white, his praise will sound. 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 
 
 Stand 

 
Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear again the message of 
the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. 
  
Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days after 
our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy child. 
  
But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know the good news of 
Jesus Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us pray for the people of this city 
and for all those in our own congregation. 
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And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, 
the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, and the 
elderly and the little children. We especially remember all those who do not know the Lord Jesus, 
those who do not love him, and those who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
  
Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in greater light 
than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, who died 
in faith, and who live before the throne of God and praise him each day in his temple. We confess that 
we are united with them as we are united with one another. 
 
To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 
INVITATORY CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High 
 Christian Worship, p. 346 
 Service folder, p. 13 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains.  
Refrain 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav’nly song?  
Refrain 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  
Refrain 



[5] 

Those wishing to sing the refrain in harmony are invited to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15 
God announces in the Garden of Eden that 

the Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 

 
Following each of the lessons: 

 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL The Tree of Life 
 Christian Worship, p. 574 
 Service folder, p. 14 
 

The tree of life with ev’ry good in Eden’s holy orchard stood, 
and of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat. 
Yet in this garden also grew another tree, of which they knew; 
its lovely limbs with fruit adorned against whose eating God had warned. 
 
The stillness of that sacred grove was broken as the serpent strove 
with tempting voice Eve to beguile and Adam too by sin defile. 
O day of sadness when the breath of fear and darkness, doubt and death, 
its awful poison first displayed within the world so newly made. 
 
What mercy God showed to our race, a plan of rescue by his grace, 
in sending One from woman’s seed, the One to fill our greatest need— 
for on a tree uplifted high his only Son for sin would die, 
would drink the cup of scorn and dread to crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 
Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame flows life eternal in his name; 
for all who trust and will believe, salvation’s living fruit receive. 
And of this fruit so pure and sweet the Lord invites the world to eat, 
to find within this cross of wood the tree of life with ev’ry good. 

 

 
 

SECOND LESSON  Isaiah 9:2, 6,7 
Isaiah prophesies the coming of the Prince of Peace. 

 

CAROL Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 
 Christian Worship, p. 350 
 Service folder, p. 15 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’‿angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  

Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
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2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 3. Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
late in time behold him come,  Light and life to all he brings, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb.  ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  Mild he lays his glory by, 
hail th’‿incarnate Deity!  born that man no more may die, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell,  born to raise the sons of earth, 
Jesus, our Immanuel!   born to give them second birth. 

   
Refrain Refrain 

 

 

 
 

 

THIRD LESSON Isaiah 40:1-3 
 Isaiah foretells the spiritual blessings that Christ will bring. 
 

CAROL Comfort, Comfort, All My People (vs. 1,3-4) 
 Christian Worship, p. 312 
 Service folder, p. 16 
 

1. “Comfort, comfort all my people; 3. John the Baptist’s voice is crying 
 speak of peace,” so says our God.  in the desert far and near, 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,  calling people to repentance 
groaning from their sorrows’ load.  for the kingdom now is here. 
Speak to all Jerusalem  O that warning cry obey! 
of the peace that waits for them;  Now prepare for God a way; 
tell them that their sins I cover,  let the valleys rise to meet him 
that their warfare now is over.”  and the hills bow down to greet him. 

 
4. Then make straight the crooked highway; 

make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
ready for his holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o’er earth is spread abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token 
that his word is never broken. 
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FOURTH LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 
  The angel Gabriel announces to Joseph that his wife  
  will give birth to Emmanuel: God with us. 

 

CAROL O, Come, O, Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1,3-4) 
 Christian Worship, p. 327 
 Service folder, p. 17 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
O come, O Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

 

MESSAGE Luke 2:11 
 

A Savior is Born to Change the World 
 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.   
Offerings can be given in any of four ways: 

1. Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 
2. On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 
3. On your phone with the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app 
4. Scan the QR code to the right… 
                                       

 
Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card.  The Connection  
Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left... 

https://calvarydallas.org/give/
https://calvarydallas.org/
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SOLO O Holy Night 
 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; it is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees; oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine. O night when Christ was born! 
O night divine, O night, O night divine! 
 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother, and in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we. Let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! Let ever, ever praise we! Noel, Noel! O night, O night divine! 
Noel, Noel! O night, O night divine! 
Noel! Noel! O night, O night divine! 

 
 
FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7 

The Savior is born in Bethlehem. 

 

CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 Christian Worship, p. 333 
 Service folder, p. 18 
 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, 3.  How silently, how silently  
how still we see thee lie!  the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  So God imparts to human hearts 
the silent stars go by;  the blessings of his heav’n. 
yet in thy dark streets shineth  No ear may hear his coming, 
the everlasting light.  but in this world of sin, 
The hopes and fears of all the years  where meek souls will receive him, still 
are met in thee tonight.  the dear Christ enters in. 

 
2.  For Christ is born of Mary, 4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

and, gathered all above  descend to us, we pray; 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep  cast out our sin and enter in, 
their watch of wond’ring love.  be born in us today. 
O morning stars, together  We hear the Christmas angels 
proclaim the holy birth,  the great glad tidings tell; 
and praises sing to God the King  O come to us, abide with us, 
and peace to all the earth.  our Lord Immanuel! 
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SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:8-20 
An angel announces the Savior’s birth to shepherds. 

 
 

CAROL Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 
 Christian Worship, p. 345 
 Service folder, p. 19 
 

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 
but there is room and welcome there for me, 
but there is room and welcome there for me. 
 
In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 
sweet newborn babe, how frail! And in a manger bed: 
a still, small voice to cry one day for me, 
a still, small voice to cry one day for me. 
 
How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 
his prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 
a child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, 
a child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 
 
Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 
its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned, 
to die, to live, and not alone for me, 
to die, to live, and not alone for me? 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Stand 

 
Let us pray:  O God, as you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, grant that we, who have come to know the glory of his redemption and have joyfully received 
him as our Redeemer, may come to the full measure of his glory and joy in heaven.  We come to your 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

SEVENTH LESSON John 1:1-14 
John marvels at the miracle of the Incarnation, that is, God born in the flesh. 

the Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 

 
 

CAROL Silent Night!  Holy Night! 
 Christian Worship, p. 337 
 Service folder, p. 20 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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Comfort, Comfort All My People 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 
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Silent Night, Holy Night 
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Hymn 343 – Once in Royal David’s City 
 Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-1895., alt. 

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876; setting: Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929  
Scripture references: Lk 2:4-7; Mt 8:20; 1 Jn 3:2; Da 12:3 

Text and tune: public domain; setting: © 1957 Novello & Company Ltd. Reprinted by permission of Hal Leonard LLC 
 

Hymn 346 – Angels We Have Heard on High 
Text: French; tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt. 

Tune: French; setting: Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 
Scripture references: Lk 2:7-20 
Text and music: public domain 

 

Hymn 574 – The Tree of Life 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955 

Music: Bruce W. Becker, b. 1952 

Scripture references: Ge 3:1-15; Rev 22:1-3; Jn 3:14-16; Eph 2:4-9 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House 

Music: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker 

 

Hymn 350 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

Tune: Felix Medelssohn, 1809-1847; setting: William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 

Scripture references: Lk 2:13,14; Ro 5:10,11; Col 2:9; Jn 11:25,26 

Text and music: public domain 

 

Hymn 312 – Comfort, Comfort, All My People 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

Music: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Scripture references: Isa 40:1-8 

Text and music: public domain  

 

Hymn 327 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Loin, 1710; 

Tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent., alt.; setting: C. Winfred Douglas, 1867-1944 

Scripture references: Isa 7:14; Mt 1:23; 20:28; Isa 11:1,10; Lk 1:78,79; Isa 22:22 

Text and music: public domain 

 

O Holy Night 
Text: John S. Dwight 

Music: Adolphe Adam 
Copyright © 1985 Hal Leonard Corporation 

 

Hymn 333 – O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893, abr., alt. 

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908; setting: Service Book and Hymnal, 1958, alt. 

Scripture references: Mic 5:2; Lk 2:1-7 

Text and music: public domain 
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Hymn 345 – Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 

Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929-2021 

Scripture references: Lk 2:1-16; Isa 9:1-7 

Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House 

Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications 

 

Hymn 337 – Silent Night, Holy Night 

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863; setting: traditional 

Scripture references: Lk 2:6-16; Col 1:13; Tit 2:11-14 

Text and music: public domain 

 

All texts and music reprinted under: 

• OneLicense A-714955; 

• CCLI # 3081415 [2/28/2022];  
Streaming License B CSPL036414 [3/31/2022 
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It has been our joy to have you here this evening to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  As 
we go our separate ways, traveling toward our traditions, may we remember that the greatest gift 
came wrapped in swaddling clothes with a tag saying “From: God the Father – To: The World – With 
Love!”  Have a blessed Christmas Eve.  The poem below is meant to focus our hearts in the proper 
direction as we exchange gifts this Christmas season.   
 
We also invite you to join us for Christmas Eve Compline this evening at 11:00 p.m. or Christmas Day 
Worship tomorrow at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Die Bescherung 
(German: “the sharing,” or the distribution of Christmas gifts) 

A poem to read before the opening of gifts 
 

So now it’s Christmas once again, the time of Jesus’ birth, 
When angels scurry round about to every home on earth 

To watch the goings on this eve around each Christmas tree 
And with rejoicing celebrate when in a place they see 

Hearts aglow with faith and love because of God’s great gift, 
Homes that sparkle in the snow, not aimlessly adrift 

With loud and boisterous unconcern for the great mystery 
That on this eve in Bethlehem’s barn occurred for you and me: 

The Son of God exchanged His robes -- that’s what the angels saw -- 
For swadd’ling bands and mother’s care, while shepherds stood in awe; 

He came, the Lord, to share our lives and save from misery; 
He came, our Lord, to make us lords with Him eternally! 

Now angels, as God’s messengers, again rejoice to see 
Families gathered in His name around the Christmas tree. 

God’s gift is not forgotten as they give gifts to share, 
In fact, His gift gives to each gift that very special flair 

Of love that flows from God’s own love; it binds all hearts in one. 
That family shares, which truly shares the gift of God’s own Son! 

So come now family, each in turn, your special tribute bring, 
To the delight of each of us, in honor of your King. 

Say your fine piece, or sing a tune, or speak but just a word; 
We listen, cheered and cheering, to things we just now heard. 

Then snug up in a settled spot and wait your turn to get 
The gifts marked with your name; they’ll be just right, I’ll bet -- 

“Just what you need,” for each of us has taken special care 
To see to it that each of us get gifts that are as rare 

As mother’s love and apple pie, and in their own say 
“I love you much!”  And so let’s get The Sharing underway. 

 

AJK 


